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CALDERWOOD CHARITABLE FOUNDATION MAKES $5 MILLION GRANT
TO BOSTON LYRIC OPERA

Opera company’s largest single institutional donation will endow its top artistic/executive position.

BOSTON, Massachusetts – April 29, 2015 – Boston Lyric Opera Board Chairman Steven P. Akin
and The Calderwood Charitable Foundation Trustee John M. Cornish announced today a $5
million gift from the Foundation to endow the Opera’s top position held by Esther Nelson. The
gift marks the completion of a challenge made to the Company that secured $10 million in
funding for its endowment and special projects.

Akin says the Calderwood gift is the largest single institutional contribution in Boston Lyric
Opera’s 39-year history, and will be commemorated by naming Nelson’s position as the Stanford
Calderwood General & Artistic Director.  Cornish says the gift – one of the largest in the
Foundation’s history – recognizes the Company’s ongoing commitment to growth and stability,
its entrepreneurial approach, and its contributions to the art form in Boston.

“The main challenge a non-profit arts organization faces is inconsistency in funding from year to
year,” Akin said.  “The Calderwood Charitable Foundation has supported Boston Lyric Opera in
many ways over the past dozen years but this extraordinary new donation allows us to focus
development efforts on a wider array of programming, education and operating costs. We are
honored, thrilled and extremely thankful to John Cornish and his co-Trustee William A. Lowell
who have realized Stanford and Norma Jean Calderwood’s vision of a strong, collaborative
cultural community in Boston.”

“I believe Stanford Calderwood would be extremely happy we made this gift to an organization
coming into its own, and on such solid financial footing,” Cornish said. “BLO’s success is
attributable to strong and visionary leaders like Esther, and the artistic and administrative leaders
who preceded her.”

“This is an enormous vote of confidence in our organization and the future of opera in Boston,”
Nelson said. “I am honored to be the first to hold the Stanford Calderwood General & Artistic



Director position at Boston Lyric Opera, and energized by the challenge to keep our Company an
innovative force in the city and the opera world. I hope this gift – and Mr. Calderwood’s name –
inspires others to support our work, and compels future BLO leaders to keep advancing the art
form.”

The Calderwood Charitable Foundation has made consistent gifts of support to BLO’s annual fund
over the years, including a $250,000 gift in 2011 that helped raise $5 million that year – the
Company’s most successful annual fundraising effort at that time. BLO now joins WGBH, Boston
Athenaeum, Huntington Theatre Company, Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, the Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston, New England Conservatory, Harvard Art Museums, The Boston Conservatory,
Peabody Essex Museum, and The MacDowell Colony as a major local cultural organization
receiving a multi-million-dollar grant from the Foundation.

ABOUT BOSTON LYRIC OPERA

Boston Lyric Opera is the largest opera company in New England. Now in its 38th season, BLO
celebrates the art of the voice through its mission of building curiosity, enthusiasm, and support
for opera by creating musically and theatrically compelling productions, events, and educational
resources for the Boston community and beyond. Since its founding in 1976, the Company has
staged world premieres, U.S. premieres, co-productions and co-commissions of note with
organizations such as The Royal Opera, Covent Garden and Scottish Opera, and continues to be
a destination for some of the leading artists, conductors, directors and designers from around
the world.

ABOUT THE CALDERWOOD CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

During his lifetime, Stanford Calderwood and his wife Norma Jean were among Boston’s greatest
patrons of the arts. Upon their deaths in 2002 and 2006, respectively, the Calderwoods already
had left a remarkable legacy of support that is carried on in the work of the Foundation that they
established. In addition to Boston Lyric Opera, endowed artistic and curatorial positions,
professorial chairs and program initiatives of the Huntington Theatre Company, the Museum of
Fine Arts, Harvard University, Boston College, Wellesley College, the Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum, the Boston Athenaeum, and the MacDowell Colony in Peterborough, New Hampshire
all bear the Calderwood name.

#   #   #

MEDIA CONTACT: John Michael Kennedy or Amanda Revman, Goodman Media/Boston,
blo@goodmanmedia.com, 857.317.2964 (Boston) or 212.576.2700 (New York)


