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It’s not just about the performances we put on; it’s about how 
we show everything opera can be. From our Concerts in the 
Courtyard to Street Stage and innovative programs like Create 
Your Own Opera and our Audition Workshops, we’re committed 
to bringing opera into diverse spaces where it can touch lives in 
meaningful ways.

Help us make wonder possible! Through your support, we’re able to engage hundreds 
of Boston youth, foster deep connections with families, and build a vibrant, inclusive 
community. Donors like you make it possible for us to offer free community operas  
and transformative educational experiences, inspiring the next generation through  
the power of music. To make your gift, please scan the QR code.

MUSIC IS A VITAL PART OF THE CULTURAL  
FABRIC OF OUR COMMUNITY.

BLO artists and leadership pose with Boston City Council President Ruthzee Louijeune (c.)  
at BLO’s Concert in the Courtyard at the Boston Public Library, August 2024.
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GREETINGS FROM BOSTON LYRIC OPERA  
& NOAH’S FLOOD PARTNERS

Marielisa Alvarez Director/Founder,  
Boston String Academy

Mariesther Alvarez Director/Founder,  
Boston String Academy

David Angus Music Director,  
Boston Lyric Opera

Griff Gall Artistic Director, Back Bay Ringers

Kenneth Griffith Music Director,  
Boston Children’s Chorus

Andrés Holder Executive Director,  
Boston Children’s Chorus

Andrea Kalyn President, New England 
Conservatory

Stephanie LaShoto-Westfield  
Executive Director, Back Bay Ringers

Nina Yoshida Nelsen Artistic Director,  
Boston Lyric Opera

Andris Nelsons Ray and Maria Stata  
Music Director, endowed in perpetuity, 
and Head of Conducting at Tanglewood; 
Boston Symphony Orchestra

Daniel P. Ryan Artistic Director,  
VOICES Boston

Chad Smith Eunice and Julian Cohen 
President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Boston Symphony Orchestra

John Tyson Orchestra Director,  
Boston Recorder Orchestra

Miyuki Tsurutani Orchestra Director,  
Boston Recorder Orchestra

Bradley Vernatter Stanford Calderwood 
General Director & Chief Executive Officer, 
Boston Lyric Opera

Lecolion Washington Executive Director, 
Community Music Center of Boston

Anna Yu Executive Director,  
Artists for Humanity

Today, we’ll experience something extraordinary together: the voices, music-making,  
and collaboration of hundreds of young people and community members from across 
Boston. Music builds bridges — between neighborhoods, generations, cultures, and ideas. 
This performance is a celebration of what’s possible when we create space for connection 
and community.

Bringing art to our community is central to all of our missions, and we’re honored to  
have this event included as part of the City of Boston’s Boston Family Days initiative. 
Through this partnership, Boston Lyric Opera and many other organizations across the city 
will be offering access to free programs for Boston Public School families all year round.

Get ready to smile big, sing loud, and clap often. Today, we celebrate the incredible youth 
of our city — and all they can create when they come together.

Thank you to each and every one of you — supporters, families, and friends — for making 
this performance possible and for sharing in the joy of live performance.

Thank you for being part of this special moment with us.

With appreciation,
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Page 2, from top: The Anonymous Lover (2024) and Concert in the 
Courtyard series (2023). Page 3, from top: Madama Butterfly (2023); 
Create Your Own Opera participants, St. Brendan School, Dorchester, MA 
(2024); and La Cenerentola (2023). 

UPCOMING  
BLO EVENTS

MAY 15
OPERA NIGHT:  
THE FUTURE OF 
OPERA IN BOSTON  
Boston Public Library, 
Central Branch

JUNE 12
STREET STAGE  
IBA Boston |  
Plaza Betances

JULY 19
STREET STAGE  
Piers Park

JULY 30
STREET STAGE  
Rose Kennedy Greenway

AUG 11-15
OPERA CREATION 
BOOTCAMP FOR 
EDUCATORS  
Powers Music School | 
Belmont, MA

AUG 29
CONCERT IN THE 
COURTYARD  
Boston Public Library, 
Central Branch

For event details, visit  
blo.org/events

CONNECTION

BOLDNESS

EXPERIENCE BLO’S  
VALUES IN ACTION:
Learn more about BLO’s history, 
mission, values, strategic plan, 

and more by scanning this QR code or visiting us 
at: BLO.org/about
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COLLABORATION

LEARNING

BELONGING
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A MESSAGE FROM BLO’S BOARD CHAIR & BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

Welcome to Boston Lyric Opera’s first-ever participatory 
community opera! We are thrilled that you are here, whether 
this is your first time with us or whether you are a long-time 
supporter of our work.

Opera is — at its core — a collaborative art form, involving 
hundreds of people who bring their passion, creativity, and 
dedication to each production. Today is no different, except 
that we are joined by over 200 young artists from all over 

the Greater Boston area — many of whom are making their Symphony Hall debut or 
performing in their first-ever opera!

Noah’s Flood is an extension of BLO’s deep commitment to youth arts education.  
For the past 15 years, our Create Your Own Opera school partnership program has  
brought BLO artists into K-12 classrooms across the city. With guidance from our artists, 
students have the chance to directly participate in bringing new operas to life — taking 
ownership of everything from libretto writing to stagecraft and costume design — and 
their collective efforts culminate in a public performance of their own original operas.  
They learn how to dream something — a story or a melody — and see it come to life in  
a performance. Perhaps more importantly, they learn that by working together, truly 
magical things can happen.

We are excited to close out our 2024/25 Season with this beautiful opera that centers 
community. We are also excited to be back at Symphony Hall, deepening our partnership 
with the Boston Symphony Orchestra and creating an unforgettable performance 
experience for these young artists, their families and friends, and new audience members!

We hope this marks the beginning of many future collaborations that strengthen the arts 
and cultural community in Boston.

Thank you for being part of this milestone. Let’s celebrate the joy of what we can achieve 
— together. Enjoy the performance!

With warm regards,

Alicia M. Cooney				    Wayne C. Davis 
Board Chair 				    Board President
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Board of Directors

Russell Lopez  
Lawrence St. Clair 
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Richard Trant
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W Boston Lyric Opera Debut

C Boston Lyric Opera Principal Debut 
l �Boston Lyric Opera Jane & Steven Akin  

Emerging Artist
t ��Boston Lyric Opera Jane & Steven Akin  

Emerging Artist Alum

CREATIVE EAM

Conductor  
DAVID ANGUS

Stage Director  
DAYRON J. MILES W

Associate Conductor  
BRETT HODGDON t

Rehearsal Coach/Pianist  
BRETT HODGDON t

Rehearsal Coach/Pianist 
BRENDON SHAPIRO t

Rehearsal Coach/Pianist 
JI YUNG LEE 

Percussion Coach 
RICHARD FLANAGAN

Stage Manager  
MADISON BAKER W

CAST

Noah 
DAVID MCFERRIN t

Mrs. Noah 
ALEXIS PEART l

Voice of God 
SURPRISE GUEST

SYNOPSIS

Noah’s Flood tells the biblical story of Noah, 
his family, and the pairs of animals that board 
the ark to survive the great flood. Encouraged 
by God to prepare his community to withstand 
a coming flood, Noah works to build an ark. He 
endures ridicule from his community and his own 
wife while faithfully constructing the mammoth 
boat and planning to fill it with animal pairs of 
all types. After 40 days and 40 nights of rain, 
the storms subside, and Noah releases a dove 
that returns with an olive branch as a sign that 
the Earth is being renewed. God promises Noah 
never again to destroy the Earth with a flood, 
and manifests a rainbow to signal his promise.

BRITTEN’S  
NOAH'S FLOOD
Music by  
BENJAMIN BRITTEN
Text from “English Miracle Plays,  
Moralities and Interludes”

Sung in English with English surtitles

David Angus, BLO Music Director
2024/25 Season Sponsor  
Linda Cabot Black

PERFORMANCES
SAT, MAY 3, 2025 | 2PM

Estimated run time: 1 hour (approx.) with 
audience participation, no intermission

SYMPHONY HALL
301 Massachusetts Avenue  
Boston, MA 02115

Noah’s Flood is sponsored by Linda Cabot  
Black, the Mattina R. Proctor Foundation,  
and The Poduska Family Foundation.

By arrangement with Boosey & Hawkes, 
publisher and copyright owner.

Noah’s Flood is part of BLO’s Rising 
Waters/Rising Voices initiative.

Sponsored in part by Polaris Capital 
Management.
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SIGN UP FOR  
BLO’S EMAIL LIST 

Stay on top of our news,  
upcoming shows, & more!

Brandon Cedel as The Cosmic Weatherman in  
Boston Lyric Opera’s The Seasons, 2025.
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by Anne Bogart

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, as audiences cautiously began returning to live theater, my colleague 
Leon Ingulsrud attended a production in New York City. When I later asked him about his experience, 
he expressed disappointment, shaking his head and remarking, “No one said hello to the audience.” His 

sentiment struck a chord with me, highlighting a missed opportunity for connection in a time when audi-
ences craved acknowledgment and warmth after such a prolonged absence from communal experiences.

In today’s theater environment, I feel that there is a growing need for audiences to be more than passive 
observers — many want to feel like active participants, or even collaborators in or contributors to the theatrical 
experience. This goes beyond immersive theater, where the boundaries between performer and spectator 
are intentionally blurred, allowing interaction with the environment, actors, and narrative. Instead, it ques-
tions the very idea of the fourth wall, which feels increasingly less relevant in the current cultural moment. 

coping mechanism to avoid being overwhelmed. These 
reactions reflect the psychological toll of living in an age 
of unprecedented challenges and information overload, 
where the sheer magnitude and quantity of the issues 
affecting us can make it arduous for individuals to 
process their emotions or take meaningful action. 

Theater can provide a unique alternative to these 
responses. It offers a space to be present with others 
— free from the isolating effects of digital distrac-
tions — to engage deeply with timeless stories that 
can resonate across generations, teaching us ways 

WHAT TO KEEP?

Now, in the face of the escalating climate crisis, 
widespread displacement of populations, erratic and 
volatile markets, and the relentless flood of distressing 
news delivered through traditional media and social 
media platforms, many people today find themselves 
grappling with a profound sense of being overloaded 
and emotionally drained. This relentless exposure to 
global crises often leads to two common emotional 
responses: cycles of intense anxiety, where individuals 
feel consumed by fear and helplessness; or states of 
emotional numbness, where detachment becomes a 
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to live, what to value, and how to find courage to 
persevere in the face of adversity. These great nar-
ratives — whether drawn from history, mythology, or 
contemporary experiences — serve as mirrors for our 
own lives. By creating an environment where people 
can be fully present with others and with themselves, 
theater becomes a sanctuary for emotional renewal, 
intellectual growth, and collective healing. 

This brings us to BLO’s current production of Noah’s 
Flood (Noye’s Fludde). By being here, you become 
part of the historic trajectory of an ancient tale 
about a flood which, in this version, was resurrected 
by Benjamin Britten in the mid 1950s. Around the 
same time, T. S. Eliot — poet, essayist, playwright, 
and contemporary of Britten – became passionately 
interested in medieval mystery plays. He believed that 
modern drama should incorporate poetic forms and 
ritualistic elements to achieve a deeper resonance 
with audiences. He drew inspiration from medieval 
plays such as Everyman that emphasized themes 
of faith, conscience, and divine purpose. Eliot’s 
ideas had a notable influence on Britten and most 
likely encouraged him to explore these older biblical 
and iconic forms of storytelling, emphasizing their 
communal and ritualistic aspects, blending religious 
themes with artistic innovation. 

Britten based Noah’s Flood upon the Chester Mystery 
Play Noah’s Flood and the biblical story of Noah’s Ark, 
a timeless narrative of survival, renewal, and divine 
intervention. What makes the work distinctive is that 
that it reflects Britten’s admiration for the dramatic 
simplicity and spiritual depth of medieval texts, com-
bining this with his interest in community-oriented 
music-making and his desire to create works that 
were accessible to amateur performers, especially 
children. He specified that the opera should be staged 
in churches or large halls, not in a theater.

The idea of a “Great Flood” is a recurring theme in the 
mythologies of hundreds of cultures around the world, 
reflecting humanity’s shared experiences with natural 
disasters and their symbolic interpretations. While 
each culture’s flood narrative is unique, they often 
share common themes of divine wrath, survival, human 
resilience, and renewal. In the ancient Mesopotamian 
Epic of Gilgamesh, which predates the biblical flood 
narrative in Genesis, Utnapishtim is warned by the 
god Ea about a flood meant to punish humanity for 
its corruption and noise. He builds a seven-deck boat, 
saving his family, animals, and craftsmen, and releases 

birds to find dry land after six days of storms. Upon 
succeeding, Utnapishtim sacrifices to the gods and 
is granted immortality. In Hindu mythology, Manu is 
warned by Matsya, an avatar of Vishnu, about a flood 
that will destroy all life. Guided by Matsya, Manu builds 
a boat, preserves seeds of life, and re-establishes 
creation after the waters recede, emphasizing divine 
intervention and humanity’s role in renewal. Australian 
Aboriginal cultures also feature flood narratives tied 
to spiritual beliefs and nature. One story describes 
Goonyah angering a Great Spirit by eating forbidden 
fish, causing a deluge that overwhelms him. Another 
tale involves lizards summoning destructive rains 
through rituals. These myths reflect the sacred rela-
tionship of the First Peoples of Australia with weather 
patterns and their environment.

The Bible’s Book of Genesis tells of a time when 
humanity has become corrupt and wicked, prompting 
God to cleanse the Earth with a great flood. However, 
Noah, a righteous man, finds favor with God. He is 
instructed to build an ark — a massive wooden ves-
sel — and to bring aboard his family and pairs of every 
animal species to preserve and rebuild life. For forty 
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Left, Noah’s Ark Theodore Poulakis c. 1635-1692;  
Above, Manu and Saptarishi, artist unknown, c. 1890
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days and nights, rain falls, and floodwaters cover the 
earth, wiping out all living creatures outside the ark. 
After the rain has stopped, the waters gradually recede. 
Noah sends out a raven and then a dove to find dry 
land; when the dove returns with an olive leaf, Noah 
knows that the Earth is renewing. Once the flood has 
ended, God makes a covenant with Noah, promising 
to never again destroy the Earth with a flood and 
setting a rainbow in the sky as a sign of this promise. 

This ancient story resonates with our own contem-
porary challenges that include climate change, social 
and political corruption, and global crises that threaten 
life as we know it. The ark represents salvation and 
renewal in the midst of destruction. Ultimately, the 
story is about the preservation of life in dark times. 
Does this sound familiar?

Imagine yourself in Noah’s position today — faced 
with the monumental task of deciding what to bring 
aboard an ark to survive a catastrophic flood. This 
scenario prompts profound questions about our 
values, priorities, and relationship with the natural 
world. What would be essential to preserve? Which 
species or resources hold the greatest importance, 
and how might these decisions shape the future for 
generations to come? Who would be saved and who 
or what would be left behind? The choices would not 
only be difficult — but also, they would reveal much 
about our collective values and vision for the future. 

The concept of the flood — whether literal or meta-
phorical — resonates deeply in today’s world. On one 
hand, it serves as a stark warning about the conse-
quences of environmental degradation, with escalating 
sea levels caused by rising global temperatures remind-
ing us of the urgent need to address climate change. 
On the other hand, the flood can also symbolize the 
overwhelming inundation of information in the digital 
age. This “flood of information” raises critical questions: 
How do we navigate these virtual deluges? What do 
we preserve, and what do we discard?

In the realm of theater and storytelling, perhaps what 
we should discard are the distractions that cloud our 
lives — those fleeting concerns that prevent us from 
focusing on deeper truths. What we might choose 
to save are the stories we pass down through gen-
erations, narratives imbued with wisdom meant to 
guide us toward richer, more meaningful lives. These 
inherited tales carry timeless lessons that can help 
humanity confront contemporary challenges with 
resilience and purpose. 

By revisiting these narratives, we can perhaps 
find elements to create a foundation for more 
inclusive and humane solutions to global crises 
rather than succumbing to despair and resignation. 
These stories remind us that humanity has always 
faced adversity, and that survival often depends on 
collective action, faith, and responsibility. Stories 
can inspire us to act before reaching a point of 
no return, urging us to preserve life and envision 
a better world even — perhaps especially — in the 
aftermath of a disaster.

Perhaps today’s metaphorical ark is not a physical 
vessel, but rather a framework for addressing global 
challenges — a way to safeguard what is essential 
while charting a course toward sustainability and 
renewal. This ark could embody resilience, coopera-
tion, and creativity, enabling humanity to weather 
both literal floods and the virtual torrents of infor-
mation that threaten to overwhelm us. By drawing 
from past narratives while reading the signs of the 
times, we can build a future rooted in hope and 
responsibility, ensuring that life thrives even after 
the storm has passed.
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Tickets at bso.org

WHERE

LIVES
MUSIC

Immerse yourself in music this season with all nine 
Beethoven symphonies, Mahler's Symphony No. 8, 
Stravinsky's The Firebird, and so much more. 



14        BLO | SPRING 2025

and upholds A.R.T.’s values in all artistic under-
takings. Miles is also on the faculty of Harvard’s 
Theater, Dance & Media concentration. Previously, 
he was the Founding Director of Public Works 
Dallas at the Dallas Theater Center, a community 
engagement and participatory theatre project 
designed to deliberately blur the line between pro-
fessional artists and community members. There, 
he executive-produced three large-scale produc-
tions, each featuring over 200 cast members. He 
also worked at the Alliance Theatre in Atlanta, GA, 
where he launched the “Play After Work” series. 
Miles is the recipient of several awards, including 
the 2008/09 Kenny Leon Artistic Fellowship and 
the Blake Anderson Public Service Award (2018), 
and serves on various boards and committees, 
including Artist for Humanity’s Board of Directors 
and as a community representative on the Boston 
Public Library Trustees’ Community Engagement 
Committee. He is the founder of A.R.T.’s Arts and 
Culture Organization Management program and a 
member of the 2015 class of Engage Dallas.

DAVID MCFERRIN | Noah 
Boston-based baritone David 
McFerrin has been widely recog-
nized for his versatility in opera, 
concert, recital, small ensemble, and 

crossover repertoire. A former Jane & Steven Akin 
Emerging Artist with Boston Lyric Opera, he has 
performed more than 15 roles with the company, 
including Pallante in Handel’s Agrippina, Junius in 
Britten’s Rape of Lucretia, and The Officer in Glass’ 
two-character drama In the Penal Colony. Other 
opera credits include work with Santa Fe Opera, 
Seattle Opera, Florida Grand Opera, and the Rossini 
Festival in Bad Wildbad, Germany. As a concert 
soloist, McFerrin has sung with the Cleveland 
Orchestra, Israel Philharmonic, and Boston Pops. 
He has received notable acclaim for performances 
of Baroque repertoire with ensembles includ-
ing American Bach Soloists, Apollo’s Fire, Arion 
Baroque Orchestra, Boston Early Music Festival, 
and the Handel & Haydn Society. McFerrin was 
runner-up in the Oratorio Society of New York’s 
Lyndon Woodside Solo Competition, the premier 
US contest for this repertoire. McFerrin is also 
a member of the Gramophone Award-winning 

DAVID ANGUS | Conductor
Now in his fifteenth year as Boston 
Lyric Opera’s music director, Anglo-
Danish conductor David Angus 
recently served as music director 

and conductor for BLO’s 80th-anniversary revival of 
Carousel, directed by Anne Bogart. Other highlights 
of his BLO career include a new production of 
Mitridate, the critically acclaimed online productions 
of desert in and The Fall of the House of Usher, BLO’s 
backwards La bohème, and Anne Bogart’s striking 
production of Bluebeard’s Castle | Four Songs. In 
addition to his work with BLO, he conducted a new 
Sweeney Todd at the Royal Opera in Stockholm, 
The Marriage of Figaro in Prague, and several 
recordings of new American works with the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra. Prior to BLO, Angus was 
music director of The Glimmerglass Festival and 
Chief Conductor of the Symphony Orchestra of 
Flanders. He has led orchestras and choirs throughout 
Europe, particularly in Scandinavia, including the 
Lahti Symphony Orchestra and several Danish 
orchestras. He has conducted most of the major 
orchestras in Great Britain, including the London 
Philharmonic, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
Hallé Orchestra, most of the BBC orchestras, the 
London Mozart Players, and the Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra. He has also conducted the Toscanini 
Orchestra in Parma, the Porto Symphony Orchestra 
in Portugal, Wexford Festival Opera, the Hong 
Kong Philharmonic, the LPO, and the Huddersfield 
Choral Society, as well as his former orchestra 
in Belgium. Angus was a boy chorister at King’s 
College under Sir David Willcocks and read music 
at Surrey University. He was a conducting fellow at 
the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester, 
where he won several prizes for opera conducting. 

DAYRON J. MILES |  
Stage Director
Dayron J. Miles is the Associate 
Artistic Director at American Reper-
tory Theater, working with Terrie and 

Bradley Bloom Artistic Director Diane Paulus as a 
key thought partner to advance A.R.T.’s mission to 
expand the boundaries of theatre and in creating 
and sustaining the vision for A.R.T. His work centers 
audience and community in all aspects of theatre 

MEET THE ARTISTS
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Community Studios, and shaped the organization’s 
strategic plan, which will lead BLO into its 50th 
anniversary season in 2026/27. Throughout his 
career, Vernatter has produced a range of operas, 
multi-disciplinary performances, and media produc-
tions. In 2020, he was recognized by Boston Busi-
ness Journal as one of Boston’s “40 Under 40” rising 
young leaders. He was a member of the YW Boston 
LeadBoston 2022 cohort and served on the board of 
advisors at Artists For Humanity, a non-profit that 
empowers teens through employment in the arts. 
Additionally, he contributes to social entrepreneur-
ship projects addressing access to basic services. 
Previously, Vernatter served as BLO's Acting General 
and Artistic Director, after having served as the 
company’s Chief Operating Officer. Before BLO, he 
was Director of Operations for Opera Omaha and 
Associate Producer for the company’s ONE Festival. 
He held artistic and management positions with 
Wexford Festival Opera, Chicago Opera Theater, 
the Castleton (VA) Festival, and the Miller Theatre 
at Columbia University. Vernatter holds a Master of 
Business Administration from the IE-Brown MBA 
program (Madrid/Providence, R.I.), a Bachelor of 
Arts from Otterbein College, and a certificate in 
professional fundraising from Boston University. He 
is an alumnus of the OPERA America Leadership 
Intensive, through which he has participated in the 
Civic Action Group and as a grant reviewer.

NINA YOSHIDA NELSEN |  
Artistic Director
Nina Yoshida Nelsen made her Boston 
Lyric Opera performing debut in 2021 
as Mamma Lucia, Cavalleria Rusti-

cana. She was featured as a singer and storyteller in 
the filmed documentary-concert B., which marked 
an artistic culmination of BLO’s “The Butterfly 
Process.” She joined the company as an Artistic 
Advisor in 2021, participating in artistic discus-
sions and decisions, company auditions, and more. 
Most recently, she served as dramaturg for BLO’s 
widely acclaimed 2023 production of Madama 
Butterfly. Nelsen has performed traditional and 
contemporary operatic roles throughout North 
America and Europe, including performances 
with Washington National Opera, Lincoln Center, 
Lyric Opera of Chicago, Houston Grand Opera, 

renaissance vocal ensemble Blue Heron. Last 
season’s performance highlights included Jesus 
in Bach’s St. Matthew Passion with Emmanuel 
Music, Masetto in Mozart’s Don Giovanni with 
Boston Baroque, and the completion of Britten’s 
church opera trilogy with Enigma Chamber Opera.

ALEXIS PEART | Mrs. Noah
Alexis Peart, mezzo-soprano, is a 
second-year Jane & Steven Akin 
Emerging Artist with Boston Lyric 
Opera, where this spring she appears 

as The Choreographer, The Seasons; Mrs. Noah, 
Noah’s Flood and Hansel, Opera Stories: Hansel and 
Gretel. Recent BLO credits include Arbate, Mitrid-
ate; Tisbe, La Cenerentola; Big Stone, Eurydice; 
and Dorothée (cover), The Anonymous Lover. She 
is a 2023 Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition 
New England Region Encouragement Award Winner. 
Recent roles have included Dorabella, Così fan tutte; 
Carmen, La Tragédie de Carmen; Jo, Little Women; 
Ruggiero, Alcina; Brittomara, If I Were You; Taller 
Daughter, Proving Up; Giulio Cesare, Giulio Cesare; 
Der Trommler, Der Kaiser von Atlantis; and Ada 
Lovelace in the world premiere workshop of Ruehr’s 
The Thrilling Adventures of Lovelace and Babbage. 
She can be heard on BMOP and Odyssey Opera’s 
GRAMMY®-nominated recording of Anthony 
Davis’ X: The Life and Times of Malcolm X, and 
on several art song recordings released by PARMA 
Recordings, LLC. Ms. Peart is a two-time alumna 
of the Wolf Trap Opera Studio and has worked 
with companies including the Princeton Festival, 
Chautauqua Opera, Columbus Symphony, Roch-
ester Oratorio Society, and Castle of Our Skins. 
She is a 2025/2026 Member of the Ryan Opera 
Center at Lyric Opera of Chicago.
 

BRADLEY VERNATTER |  
Stanford Calderwood General 
Director & CEO
Bradley Vernatter is the Stanford 
Calderwood General Director & Chief 

Executive Officer of Boston Lyric Opera, the com-
pany’s top leadership role. Now in his 12th year with 
BLO and leading the company since 2021, he has 
guided BLO’s recovery from the pandemic, driven the 
funding campaign for and the move into its Opera + 

MEET THE ARTISTS 



Building trust in our 
community means investing 
in what matters. HarborOne 
is honored to support the 
Boston Lyric Opera, bringing 
the transformative power  
of the arts to Boston and 
enriching the lives of all  
who call it home.

harborone.com | 800-244-7592 
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender. NMLS #459218.

Proud 
Sponsor
of the
Boston Lyric
Opera

and Avery Fisher Hall. This season, Nelsen sang 
Melissa, Alcina, Seattle Opera and the title role 
of Carmen, Indianapolis Opera. She debuts with 
Opera Carolina this winter as Suzuki, Madama 
Butterfly; makes a role debut as Marcellina, Le 
Nozze di Figaro, Utah Opera; and reprises Mother 
Chen, An American Soldier, Perelman Performing 
Arts Center. As Co-Founder and Board President 
of Asian Opera Alliance, Nelsen has worked to 
uplift Asian artists, and to advocate for greater 
representation within the industry. She was 
recently featured in TIME Magazine and was the 
subject of an NHK World documentary centered 
on Jack Perla and Jessica Murphy Moo’s opera 
An American Dream and Nelsen’s origination of 
the role of Hiroko Kobayashi at Seattle Opera. 
A Boston University alumna, Nelsen received an 
undergraduate degree in violin and psychology 
in 2001 and a Master’s degree in voice in 2003. 
She also studied at Philadelphia’s prestigious 
Academy of Vocal Arts, where she received an 
Artist Diploma in 2009.

MEET THE ARTISTS
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YOUTH & PARTNER ARTISTS

BOSTON CHILDREN’S  
CHORUS
Soloists
Jasper LoRusso
Olivia Pappas
Lee Rush
Matilda Sherman
Yana Tsibere
Sophia Zarrinkoub
Sukey Hampson understudy
Sarah Hernandez-Rodriguez  
	 understudy
Roxy Jones understudy

Intermediate Advanced
Abrielle Arthur
Noemie Banerjee
Jayla Carranza George
SaiSai Corbin
Neyen Corbin
Lindrose Cornet
Deborah Eustache
Franda Greisia Mutiara
Lael Hackshaw
Amiya Holmes
Kamayiah Ingram
Bohan Jiang
Drew Lanfer
Francesca Martin
Yara Munif
Uma Peri
Charlese Pomares
Milo Rayport
Malaya Sika
Nick Song
Mariah Grace Stewart

Intermediate
Genesis Arielle Mia Broomes
Alina Cai
Jahzara Chambers
Sydney Coffey
Eimee DaCosta
Shira Einsohn
Aynav Einsohn
Annie Fang
Krish Garg
Jai Irby
Simone Lahens

Jonah Lawrence
Max Lawrence
Vivienne Marquand
Faith Myrthil
Derek Ng
Christine Ng
Amanda Nguyen-Raymond
Drew Papia
Sophie Pappas
Naren Patel
Naokie Philippeaux
Niah Roy
Julia Rubin
Talulah Sigward
Chloe Simon
Caroline Spinelli
Christhasha Sterling
Robert Tsibere
Ellie Zhang

Training 2
Samiah Amardey
Miguel Baró Doreste
Madeleine Cho
Blaire Clouden
Eleanor Cook
Jonathan Feliz
Anna Fine
Naima FitzGerald
Cataleya Galvez-Brothers
Sofia Golden
Jane Goyette
Oliver Johnson
Hendrix Jones
Hudson Jones
Hylie Adara Joseph
Saoirse Kane
Thomas Keating
Helen Michaud
Arrianna Polynice
David Rosen-Acevedo
Isabella Rosen-Acevedo
Rei’Kyel Seaforth-Tate
Elijah Vanbecelaere

Training 1
Gabriella Ajayi
Elspeth Bell
Anyelo Betancur
Alivia Bethea

Nayeli Byard
Ruben Cabral
Birdy Campbell
Maya Canny
Sage Carter
Sihan Chen
Ray Chen
Jayla Cho
Jayna Clark
Julia Coen-Ferris
Vivian Connor
Rodrigo Correa
Art Crocker
Jonah DeRoche
Griffin Destler
Sophie Dorleans
Leane Dubois
Eleanor Dwyer
Margaret Fehnel
Layla Fernandez-Buehrens
Miriam FitzGerald
Sylvie Fox-Leger
Isaac Francis
Elizabeth Fuller
Taylor Ginman
Sage Gordon
Bella Gregory-Veteto
Aurora Grieco
Robin Groot
Nora Guseh
Camilla Hals
Maria Hatzistefanou
Matilda Henderson
Olivia Hess
Anika Homecillo
Alexa Sophia Homecillo
Estera Jamro
Ada Jenkins
Emma John
Neyla Joseph
Amiee Kalaitzidis
Kieran Kelly
Charlotte Kennedy
Julian Kimball
Rishabh Kochar
Naya Kochman
Myra Koppula
Kara Kuhl-Lakin
Roma LaBianca Middleton
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YOUTH & PARTNER ARTISTS

Simone Larson Little
Laylah Leaston
Avery Lepczyk
Ethan Liu
Ann Luo
Izzy Makan
Rama Mala
Bentley Martha-Reynolds
Fiona McBride
Goldie McGillicuddy
Ayana Mersha-Lloyd
Simona Milone
Cecilia Monahan
Elijah Mosey
Stella Nensala
Mika Oda-Peterson
Emma Pabon
Luis Pagan III
Violet Page
Alexandra Papaliodis
Heather Park
Jessica Park
Kourtney Petit
Cass Pewarski
Blaise Pewarski
Daryl Riley
Damari Riley
Anais Rodriguez
Alyson Rodriguez
Lyric Rogers
Dylan Ronan
Eddie Scherer
Elliott Sheahan
Corinne Shoecraft
Maya Silva
Lashawna Simmons
Vera Stevanovic
Claire Stewart
Annie Stewart
Noah Stewart
Royal Taylor-Coleman
Jokebed Tegenus
Guy Thiel
Katherine Warmus
Reva Weber
Charles Williams
Ashlynn Williams
Franklin Yun
August Zarrelli

Boston Children’s  
Chorus Directors
Kenneth Griffith Music Director
Krystal Morin Associate  
	 Director of Choirs

BOSTON STRING ACADEMY
Junior Ensemble
Violin I
Samantha Brito Soto
Kelvin Brown
Naomi Chan
Rita Guan
Celine Mei
Chloe Noh
Alba Reyes

Violin II
Sarah Chen
Kevin Guan
Ana Paula Lerma Calderon
Ezra Liu
Elisa Lo
Brooklyn Mendes

Viola/Violin III
Alexandra Arevalo
Claire Kremensky
Lisa Lei
Samira Naranjo
Daniel Reyes
Sophia Samayoa
Josie Zhen

Cello
Louis Chang
Oliver Doan
Dylan Ho
Abygale Jarrett
Fletcher Kelle
Alexander Li
Ryan Rodrigez
Yueyue Rong
Hayley Zhou

Youth Ensemble
Violin I
Scarlet Falcón
Gisele Francisco 
Shu Yan Huang

Katia Inezian
Annabelle Lee
Mika Liu
Fiona Yuan

Violin II
Maienna Andersson
Kristen Lee
Jiro Lind
Angelina Moy
Ethan Ocwieja
Kian Tsolov

Viola
Richard Fang
Bonnie Mai
Camila Martinez
Estrella Sanchez

Viola
Richard Fang
Bonnie Mai
Camila Martinez
Estrella Sanchez

Cello
Jennifer Gamez 
CJ Klinmann
Noah Liu
William Parkes
Juna Yatsu

Boston String  
Academy Directors
Marielisa Alvarez Boston 		
	 String Academy Director
Mariesther Alvarez Boston  
	 String Academy Director

BACK BAY RINGERS
Marissa Gamache
Peter Grossmann
Jeff Johnson
Stephanie LaShoto-Westfield
Susan Schultz
Greg Uzrban

Back Bay Ringers Directors
Griff Gall Artistic Director
Stephanie LaShoto-Westfield 
	 Executive Director
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YOUTH & PARTNER ARTISTS

VOICES BOSTON
Zoe Akerman
Chizitere Azuakolam 
Aya Azzi
Vikram Banerjee
Ayden Bercy
Keaton Cassell
Lenny Cho
Naila Delgado-Matin
Zoe Farzaneh-Far
Maggie Fasten
Shayna Jacobs
Serena King
Sylvie Klawiter
Eliza Kvols
Margaret Kvols
Gia Kwak
Lucy Lawson
Mia Maria Massaad
Eliza Mnookin
Julieta Ortiz 
Schuyler Page
Seunghoo Park
Maude Parsons-Wells
Kornelia Rimkus
Cristina Salas
Felix Schlenker
Alina Shad
Felix Shad
Maho Shimoyama
Alynn Shin
Lila Smith
Katie Starmer
Dorothy Stone
Chloe Sullivan
Alma Tromer
Emmy White
Avery Wisz

VOICES Boston Director
Dan Ryan Artistic Director

BOSTON RECORDER  
ORCHESTRA
John Tyson
Jamie Allen
Peggy Bendroth
David Bor
Ed Cipullo

Chantal Holly
Bruce Larkin
Paul Meland
Maiko Nakatani
Nouri Newman
Mike Shonle
Miyuki Tsurutani
Brian Warnock
Kim Wass

Boston Recorder  
Orchestra Directors
John Tyson Orchestra Director
Miyuki Tsurutani  
	 Orchestra Director

COMMUNITY MUSIC 
CENTER OF BOSTON

Brynn Bennett bass
Alvin Zhao bass

CMCB Directors & Instructors
Kevin Sullivan  
	 Double Bass Instructor,  
	 String Department Faculty  
	 Instructional Lead, BLS  
	 Coordinator
Jared Field  
	 Director of Programming,  
	 Community Music School
Lecolion Washington  
	 Executive Director

NEW ENGLAND 
CONSERVATORY 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Allison Geho  
	 soprano recorder 1
Maiko Nakatani  
	 soprano recorder 2 
Camilo Gutierrez  
	 alto recorder solo
Alan Clayton-Matthews  
	 alto recorder ripieno

Robert Cabezud trumpet
Daniel Geho trumpet
Madeline Sjoblom trumpet
Nash Ten Hagen trumpet

Samuel Carpenter  
	 percussion 1
Isabelle Butler percussion 2
Yida (Nathan) Zhou  
	 percussion 3

Lilian Arnold Mages  
	 solo violin 1 
Kai Waynen solo violin 2 
Inácia Afonso solo viola 
Asher Salmon-Hansen  
	 solo cello 
Sam Wright solo bass (guest)

NEC Preparatory School 
Directors & Instructors
Juliano Aniceto Director of 	  
	 Orchestras, NEC Preparatory
Aldo Abreu Chair of Early  
	 Music Department,  
	 NEC Preparatory
Eli Epstein Faculty,  
	 New England Conservatory

ARTISTS FOR HUMANITY
Teen Artists
Ida Depina 
Brian Lam 
Jarelys Martinez 
Alanna Thach 
Erwin Ucelo-Lopez 
Heilam (Albus) Xie

Artists for Humanity  
Directors & Personnel
Yolanda Peña Mazzoni 
	 Managing Director of  
	 Client Services
Tatyana Figueira Technical  
	 Project Manager
Michael Guadarrama  
	 Design Director
Handy Dorceus Director of  
	 Creative Technology
Trevor Ward Animation  
	 Director
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Adult musicians are members of the American Federation of Musicians of the United States and Canada. BLO is a 
member of OPERA America, the national service organization for opera in the US and Canada. 

ARTISTIC & PRODUCTION PERSONNEL

 l �Boston Lyric Opera Jane & Steven Akin Emerging Artist
t ��Boston Lyric Opera Jane & Steven Akin Emerging Artist Alum

PRODUCTION STAFF
Madison Baker BLO Stage Manager
Handy Dorceus Projection Design

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ARTISTIC & 
PRODUCTION PERSONNEL
John Morin BSO Stage Manager 
Joe Miller Video & Projection Specialist 
Pat Meloveck Lighting Director 
Connor Barry Stage Crew 
James Campbell Stage Crew 
Kiera Myrthil Stage Crew 
Dana Filloon Live Audio Engineer
Will Holz Live Audio Engineer
Cole Barbour Audio Recording Engineer
Anne Preis Audio Recording Engineer 

BLO ORCHESTRA
Richard Flanagan percussion
Brendon Shapiro t 4-hand piano
Ji Yung Lee 4-hand piano



Learn More

We’re leading the charge
to protect them all.

Massachusetts has 8,000
miles of rivers. 

https://www.massriversalliance.org/


UTOPIAN HOTLINE 
THEATER MITU

MAY 01—18
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE

Planetarium 
1 Museum of Science 
Driveway, Boston, MA

ARTSEMERSON.ORG 
617.824.8400

Speak your message into the future with Theater  
Mitu’s revolutionary experimental performance.

This project is supported in part by the 
 Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

Resilience through research
for Boston Harbor and beyond.

stonelivinglab.org
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7PM - 9:30 PM
MAY 24TH, 2025

@ GOETHE-
INSTITUT BOSTON

THEM POEMS
ALONE WON’T

SAVE US
A MULTI-SENSORY
POETRY
EXHIBITION LED BY
CARMIN WONG:
CASTLE OF OUR
SKINS’ SHIRLEY
GRAHAM DU BOIS
CREATIVE IN
RESIDENCE.

TICKETS:
CASTLESKINS.ORG
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4Wall Entertainment | Rui Alves,  
	 Mike Texeira
Acentech, Inc. | Carl Rosenberg,  
	 Jonah Sacks, Khaleela Zaman
Allison Voth
American Repertory Theater
Analog Devices, Inc.
Artists for Humanity
ArtsBoston
Arts Connect International
ArtsEmerson
Back Bay Chorale
Back Bay Ringers
Ball Square Films | Kathy Wittman
The Barr Foundation
Beth Harris | Fortepiano Tuner
Boston Children’s Chorus
Boston Children’s Museum
Boston Conservatory at Berklee  
	 College of Music
Boston Harbor Now
Boston Properties
Boston Public Library
Boston Public Schools Visual &  
	 Performing Arts Office
Boston Recorder Orchestra
Boston String Academy
Boston Symphony Orchestra
Boston University | College of  
	 Fine Arts
C3 Commercial Construction  
	 Consulting, Inc. | Doug Anderson
Capron Lighting & Sound Co. |  
	 Jeff Antonellis, Ryan Frost
Cartage America | Tim Riley
The Catered Affair
Charlestown Navy Yard
City of Boston Mayor’s Office of  
	 Arts and Culture
Community Music Center of Boston
Constangy, Brooks, Smith &  
	 Prophete, LLP | Andrew Eisenberg,  
	 Will Krasnow
Costume Works, Inc. | Liz Perlman
Cultural Equity Incubator
Devon Lumber

Dynamix, Inc.
East Cambridge Piano |  
	 James Nicoloro
Emerson College
Emmanuel Music
Flansburgh Architects
Fly Over the City
GBH
Gilbane Building Company
Groundwater Arts
HallKeen Management |  
	 Jennifer Zarrella, Randy Pelletier
The Hamilton Company  
	 Charitable Foundation
HarborOne Bank
HarborOne Foundation
Hibernian Hall | Harris Lefteri
HILB Group
HUB International
HYM Investment Group
IATSE Local #11 JACET | 
	 Colleen Glynn
ILLUMINUS
Inquilinos Boricuas en Acción
Janet Buecker
JCA Arts Marketing
Jim Jenson
JKJ Retirement Services | Ben Hall,  
	 Jack McDonald
Les Éditions Buissonnières  
	 Music Publishing
Lincoln and Therese Filene  
	 Foundation
Louis A. Gentile Piano Service
MASARY Studios
Mass Cultural Council
Massachusetts Department of  
	 Conservation and Recreation
Massachusetts Rivers Alliance
Mattina R. Proctor Foundation
MEDITECH
Megan Gilron | Staging Research
Midway Artist Studios | Raber  
	 Umphenour, Maria Dinwoodie
Mike Marchetti

Miss Wallace Minot Leonard  
	 Foundation
MIT Media Lab
Andrew Motta
Museum of Science
Myles Standish Business 
Condominiums
National Endowment for the Arts
NEPS Primary Freight
New England Conservatory of Music
Nicola Giusti
Nile Scott Studios
The Paul & Edith Babson Foundation
Polaris Capital Management
Production Advantage
Residence Inn by Marriott (Boston  
	 Downtown/Seaport)
Robert Silman Associates Structural  
	 Engineers | Ben Rosenberg,  
	 Steven Au Yeung
The Rose Kennedy Greenway
Rosebrand, Inc.
Ryder Transportation
Sew What, Inc. | Andrea Fraser
Seyfarth Shaw, LLP | Brian Michaelis
Sika Consulting | Kemarah Sika
Stone Living Lab
TAIT
Tarlow, Breed, Hart & Rodgers, P.C. |  
	 Michael Radin
TDF | Theatre Development Fund
Tessitura
Truro Historical Society
The Trustees of Reservations
United Staging & Rigging |  
	 Eric Frishman
Vantage Technology Consulting  
	 Group | Geoffrey Tritsch
Virginia Wellington Cabot Foundation
VOICES Boston
Wetherbree Creative |  
	 Wendy Wetherbee
WBUR
YW Boston | Anouska Bhattacharyya

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Boston Lyric Opera extends its gratitude to the following vendors, partners, individuals,  
community organizations, and school partners for their extraordinary courtesy in making our 
2024/25 Season possible: 
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LEADERSHIP
Bradley Vernatter Stanford Calderwood  
	 General Director & Chief Executive Officer
Nina Yoshida Nelsen Artistic Director
David Angus Music Director
Anne Bogart Artistic Associate
Vimbayi Kaziboni Artistic Advisor
John Conklin Artistic Advisor

ARTISTIC & COMMUNITY
Ben Richter Senior Director of Producing Operations
Lisa Hanson Director of Producing Operations
Michael Costa Director of Production
Ian Rouillard Assistant Director of Production
Brett Hodgdon Head of Music & Chorus Director
Kimberly Sabio Manager of Artistic Operations
Natalie Main Artistic Coordinator
Roxanna Myhrum Director of Programs & Events
Nancy McDonald Director of Business Operations 
V Brancazio Events Manager
Kay Steele Education Manager
Kylie Fletcher Resident Teaching Artist
Laura Nevitt Resident Teaching Artist
Ji Yung Lee Coach/Pianist
Brendon Shapiro Coach/Pianist
Douglas Sumi Coach/Pianist

ADMINISTRATION
Lizabeth Malanga Senior Director of Administration
Eboni Bell Executive Administrator
Erika Dooley Senior Office Administrator
Caterina Pina Director of People Operations

FINANCE
Jarrell Perkins Chief Financial Officer
Michelle Rawding Finance Manager

BOSTON LYRIC OPERA STAFF

March 31, 2025

PHILANTHROPY
Ishan Johnson Chief Philanthropy Advisor
Sarah B. Blume Principal Philanthropy Advisor
Laura Jekel Philanthropy Advisor
Katherine Leary Prospect Researcher
Amy Advocat Manager of Institutional Philanthropy
Allyson Bennett Philanthropy Coordinator

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
Julia Propp Senior Director of External Affairs
Alfredo Muñoz Director of Marketing
Ryan Cannister Marketing & Communications Manager
Hannah Cassell CRM & Database Administrator
Wren Rodziewicz Database Coordinator
Charley Gibson Audience Services Manager
Natalia St Jean Editorial Coordinator
Nicole DeGrandpre Marketing Associate
Lauren Florek Senior Patron Services Coordinator
Natalie Barnaby Patron Services Associate

JMK PR Public Relations
Incontrera Consulting Social Media
Leapfrog Arts Graphic Design
Mouth Media Website
JCA Consulting CRM Applications
Russell Philanthropies Consultant
Phillip C. Song, MD Consulting Laryngologist
	 Division Chief of Laryngology at Massachusetts 	
	 Eye and Ear
Dr. Charmain Jackman  
	 Mental Health & Wellbeing Consultant | InnoPsych
Art & Soul Consulting Equity, Diversity & Inclusion
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ALLEGRO ($10,000 - $24,999)
Anonymous (3)
Estate of Anonymousu

Jane & Steven Akin
Ms. Ellen Cabot*
Mr. John Conklin
Alberto Cribiore & Kristin Sebastian
Susan Denison
Robert Eastman*§
Lawrence & Atsuko Fish
Kathryn G. Freed, in memory of  
	 Dean and Patti Freed§
Frank Graves & Christine Dugan
Kathy & Ron Groves
Graham & Ann Gund
The Hamilton Company Charitable  
	 Foundation

HarborOne Bank
Mimi Hewlett§
Mr. Keith Higgins
Lisa Hillenbrand* l

Ernest Jacob & Kathleen Hull
Mr.u & Mrs. Edward C. Johnson
Ellen & Robert Kaplan§
Ms. Amelia Katzen*
Janika* & George LeMaitre
Lincoln & Therese Filene Foundation
Dr. Joseph & Mrs. Anita Loscalzo* l

Ms. M. Lynne Markus*§
MEDITECH
Ms. Elaine Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Olney III
Paul & Edith Babson Foundation
William & Lia Poorvu

Melinda & James Rabb l

Peter & Suzanne Read§
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent* and  
	 Robin Rougeau l

Barbara* & Andrew Senchak
Rumena & Alexander Senchak* l

Andrew Sherman & Russ Lopez*§ l

Larry* & Beverly St. Clair l

Andrew Szentgyorgyi, Nicholas  
	 Szentgyorgyi & Nancy Brickhouse
Bradley Vernatter
Dr. Robert Walsh* &  
	 Lydia Kenton Walsh* l

Peter Wender*§ l 
George* & Moira Yip
Ms. Tania Zouikin*§

We are honored to recognize our donors who generously support Boston Lyric Opera through gifts 
to our annual fund and The Opera Gala. We are deeply grateful for the following contributions 
made to BLO between July 1, 2023 and February 28, 2025. 

MEMBERS ($100 - $2,999) | We are grateful for the commitment of our members, the largest community of 
supporters at Boston Lyric Opera. Members enjoy opportunities to explore opera and engage with others who share 
their passion through invitations to special events and other exciting benefits. 

ORFEO SOCIETY ($3,000 +) | The Orfeo Society supports Boston Lyric Opera in all our endeavors, from stage to 
film to community programs. These aficionados come together regularly to hear artists perform and to learn about 
our groundbreaking productions from the creative teams, all while providing invaluable direct support to BLO. 

GOLDOVSKY SOCIETY | Membership is given in recognition of those who have made a provision in a will, living 
trust, deferred gift plan, or retirement plan that will benefit Boston Lyric Opera. 

For more information or to become a member, please call Sarah B. Blume at 617.702.8974.

CRESCENDO ($100,000+)
Anonymous Foundation (1)
Barr Foundation
Linda Cabot Black*§
Willa* & Taylor Bodman l
Katie & Paul Buttenwieser
Gerard & Sherryl Cohen
Alicia M. Cooney* & Stephen Quigley§ l

Wayne Davis* & Ann Merrifield§ l

Andrew L. Eisenberg* l & John Vetrano
Massachusetts Cultural Council
Massachusetts Emergency 
	 Management Agency
Ms. Katharine Nashu

David W. Scudder* & Betsy Ridge§ l

Wendy Shattuck & Sam Plimpton

VIVACE ($50,000 - $99,999)
Rick Burnes*§
Miguel* & Suki de Bragança l

Alan & Lisa Dynner§
Gardner Hendrie
Mr. & Mrs. Amos B. Hostetter, Jr.
Susan W. Jacobs*§ l

Marilee Wheeler Trust Charitable Fund
Mattina R. Proctor Foundation
Merrill Family Charitable Foundation
Miss Wallace Minot Leonard  
	 Foundation
Bill & Pat O’Connor
Mrs. E. Lee Perry
Winfield* & Linda Perry l

The Poduska Family Foundation
Christine & Michael Puzo*§ l

Stephen* & Geraldine Ricci
Mr.* & Mrs. Ray Stata 

PRESTO ($25,000 - $49,999)
Anonymous (1)
Mr. Mark H. Dalzell
John H. Deknatel & Carol M. Taylor
Maria Krokidas* & Bruce Bullen l

John M. Loder*
Abigail B. Mason*§
Mayor’s Office of Arts And Culture
David & Janet McCue
Anne M. Morgan* l

Kristine A. Moyer Higgins &  
	 Robert F. Higgins
Lise Olney & Tim Fulham* l

Mr. & Mrs. A. Neil Pappalardo*
Maria Park
The Paul* & Sandra Montrone Family
Janet & Irv Plotkin*§ l

John & Susanne Potts*
Helen Pounds
Allison Ryder* & David Jones
Virginia Wellington Cabot Foundation

DONORS
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ADAGIO ($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous (1)
Anonymous, in memory of  
	 James W. Boynton
Nancy Altschuler
Mr. Peter Ambler & Ms. Lindsay Miller
The Amphion Foundation
Drs. Susan E. Bennett* &  
	 Gerald B. Pier l

BPS Arts Expansion Fund at  
	 EdVestors
Kathy Boyce
Constangy, Brooks, Smith &  
	 Prophete, LLP
Ms. RoAnn Costin
Priscilla Deck & Sean Kelly
Mr. Lawrence M. DeVito*§ l

Ms. JoAnne Dickinson* l

Laura Dike* & Vaughn Miller
Dr. Jordan S. Ruboy Charitable  
	 Fund§u

Martin Elvis & Giuseppina Fabbiano§
Estate of Emily C. Hoodu

Gilbane Building Company
Dr. Kurt D. Gress &  
	 Mr. Samuel Y. Parkinson
Nick & Marjorie Greville
Sylvia Han* l

David Hoffman* & Deborah Friedman
Morton Hoffman, in loving memory of  
	 Sandy Hoffmanu

Amy Hunter* & Steven Maguire§
William A. Hunter* &  
	 Barbara Bradlee Hunter
Mr. Matthew Hurley
Ms. Louise Johnson*
Liana Enterprises
Milling Kinard
Butler & Lois Lampson
Drs. Lynne* & Sidney Levitsky
Nagesh Mahanthappa &  
	 Valentine Talland
Kathryn McDaniel* l

Jillian C. McGrath*
Kate Meany*
Jo Frances Meyer*
Gregory E. Moore &  
	 Wynne W. Szeto* l

Jane Pisciottoli Papa*§ l

Dr. Douglas Reeves
Erinn & Jason Rhodes
Jennifer Ritvo Hughes* &  
	 Marcus Hughes
Mr. Carl Rosenberg*
Russell Philanthropies 
Simone Santiago*
Stephen & Peg Senturia l

Yong-Hee Silver
Susan Stamler
Ms. Tricia Swift* l

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Tempesta* l

Dr. Nelson Thaemert &  
	 Mr. Brian Gokey* l

David & Sarah Tompkins
Mr. Richard Trant*
Ms. Amy Tsurumi* l

Yin-Yin Wang* l

Jerry Wheelock & Elizabeth Wood
Elizabeth B. Yntema & Mark Ferguson

GRAZIOSO ($3,000 - $4,999)
Anonymous (2)
Michael Barza & Judith Robinson§
Ms. Mei Po Cheung
Marjorie B. & Martin Cohn
Nancy & Laury Coolidge
Tamara P. & Charles H. Davis II§
Elaine Epstein & Jim Krachey
Mr. & Mrs. Dozier Gardner
Anne Giudice
Dr. Joan Goldberg
Mr. Joseph Hammer§
David Kirk l

Dr. Maydee G. Lande, in memory of  
	 her father
Alice Levine & Paul Weissman
Shari & Christopher Noe
Anthony & Katharine Pell, in honor of  
	 Linda Cabot Black
Mr. John Stevens &  
	 Ms. Virginia McIntyre
Joan & Michael Yogg
Drs. Bertram & Laima Zarins

ADVOCATE ($1,000 - $2,999)
Anonymous (8)
Mr. Bernard Aserkoff
Ms. Nesli Basgoz
John & Molly Beard
Ms. Ann Beha & Mr. Robert A. Radloff
John Belchers
Mrs. Sarah D. Billinghurst Solomon
The Boston Foundation
Pam & Lee Bromberg
Mr. Arthur Buckland
Michael & Bernie Caruso, in honor of  
	 Barbara Case Senchak
Ms. Nina Cohen
James F. Crowley, Jr.
James Dalsimer
Pamela & Belden Daniels
Anne Lyons Dolan, in memory of  
	 Susan Eastman§
Johannes Eijmberts & Wiebe Tinga
Eli Lilly & Company Foundation, Inc.
Christopher & Hilary Gabrieli
Mrs. G. Peabody Gardner
Dr. Melissa Gilliam &  
	 Dr. William Grobman
Bill Glazer & Tom Smith, in honor of  
	 Russ Lopez & Andrew Sherman

Dr. David Golan & Dr. Laura Green
Eric Grosse & Brenda Baker
Mr. & Mrs. John Henn
Art & Eloise Hodges
Mr. Ishan Johnson
Susan Graham Johnston
Mr. Adrian Jones
Eva R. Karger§
Stan & Sandy Keller
Ms. Lucy LaFleche
Pam Lassiter
Mr. Joseph Mari
Daniel Marshak
Dr. Harold Michlewitz
Mary & Sherif Nada§
Esther Nelson & Bernd Ulken
Laura Noel
Ms. Susan W. Paine
Genevieve Pluhowski & Russell Wiggin
Liz Printz
Michael Raizman
Elizabeth Ross & William O’Reilly
Lee Sandwen
Mr. & Mrs. John Sculley
R. S. Steinberg
Campbell Steward
Myles Striar
Ernst Ter Haar
Ms. Melissa Tully
Ms. Paula Tyack
Jane Tyler
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
Mary Verhage
Quentin & Kelda Vernatter
Albert & Judith Zabin

SUSTAINER ($500 - $999)
Anonymous (3)
Mr. John Barstow & Ms. Eugenia Ware
Ms. Karen Bedrosian
Leonard & Jane Bernstein
Carolyn Bitetti &  
	 T. Christopher Donnelly
Dorothy & Haleu Bradt
Ms. Bettina Burr, in honor of Irv Plotkin
Ms. Jane Carr & Mr. Andrew Hertig
Rita Cuker
Carol & David Domina
Mr. Mark Donohoe
Ms. Catharine-Mary Donovan
Zach Durant-Emmons &  
	 Willis Emmons
Mr. Lloyd Fillion
Ms. Christine G. Hannon
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Harper
Dr. Robert J. Henry, M.D.
Fred Hoppin
Thomas & Sonja Ellingson Hout
Norman S Krasner
Robert W. Kruszyna§
Mark & Mary Lunsford
Ms. Sandra Moose
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Mr. William Pananos
John Parisi
Mr. Richard S. Perkins, Jr.
Mr. Gene Pokorny
Art & Elaine Robins
Patricia Romeo-Gilbert
John Sasso & Mary Jo Adams
Mr. Michael Schaefer
Schrupka Fund
Mr. Robert Shapiro
Michael Skatrud
Susan Stickells & Al Holman
Ann B. Teixeira
Andrea Urban
Linda & Harvey Weiner
Ms. Mary Wolfson
Mr. & Ms. Douglas Woodlock
Harvey Young & Heather Schoenfeld

CONTRIBUTOR ($250-$499)
Anonymous (13)
Anonymous, in honor of Chris Noe
Anonymous, in honor of  
	 Sarah & Carl Blume
Lucyu & Peter Ascoli
Christopher & Judy Austin
Ms. Diane M. Austin &  
	 Mr. Aaron J. Nurick
Nina & Donald Berk
Nancy Berkowitz
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart R. Bless

Garen Bohlin & Diana Sorensen
Rebecca Bowen & Toby Bottorf
C. Anthony Broh &  
	 Jennifer L. Hochschild
Thomas Burger
Mr. Robert Coren &  
	 Mr. John W. Gintell
Mr. Paul Curtis
Sharon Daniels
Ms. Kathryn Disney
Robert Doane
Karen & Andrew Epstein
Jack Fabiano & Noel McCoy
Bryan Flynn & Joanna Humphrey Flynn
Sarah Gallivan & Gopal Kadagathuru

Christopher Gassett
Prof. James A. Glazier
Sylvia Hammer
Pauline Ho Bynum
Susan Hunter
Elinore & Herbert Kagan
Courtney Keller§
Blade Kotelly
Ms. Yuriko Kuwabara & Dr. Sunny Dzik
Mr. Michael Lauber
Marilyn Levitt & Andrew Friedland
Ricardo & Marla Lewitus
Mr. Merrill Mack
Quinn MacKenzie
Ms. Deena Matowik

Marc Maxwell, in honor of Russ Lopez  
	 & Andrew Sherman
James & Caroline McCloy
Margaret McDormand, in memory of  
	 Anna Elizabeth McDormand
Evelyn McFadden, in memory of  
	 George Seaman
Ms. Virginia Meany
Ms. Kati Mitchell
Ms. Mary Crain Penniman
Mr. Ted Pietras
Larry Pratt
R. Lynn Rardin & Lynne A. O’Connell
Barbara & Terry Reideler
Mr. Jack Reynolds, in memory of  
	 Stevie Giacalone
Nicholas G. Russell
Mr. Frank Santangelo
Ms. Jean Scarrow
Lauren Schultes
John & Mary Tarvin
Martha C. Ulken
Steve Walch & Linda Williams
Mr. Stephen Weiner
Elizabeth Wylde & Lance Drane

Q Board Member 
l Lyric Circle Member 
§ Goldovsky Society Member 
u Deceased

Boston Lyric Opera’s 2024/25 season is supported in part by the Barr Foundation, The HarborOne Foundation,  
the Lincoln and Therese Filene Foundation, the Mattina R. Proctor Foundation, Miss Wallace Minot Leonard 
Foundation, the Poduska Family Foundation, BPS Arts Expansion at EdVestors, the Paul & Edith Babson Foundation, 
the Virginia Wellington Cabot Foundation, Hamilton Company Charitable Foundation, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the Mayor’s Office of Arts and Culture, and Mass Cultural Council, a state agency. Corporate sponsors 
include HarborOne Bank, MEDITECH, Analog Devices Inc., Polaris Capital Management, Gilbane Building Company, 
Flansburgh Architects, and The Residence Inn by Marriott (Boston Downtown/Seaport). Boston Lyric Opera also 
acknowledges the incredible support of its Board of Directors, Board of Advisors, and other donors and patrons.

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS



BLO | SPRING 2025        31

SUPPORT BLO
Play a starring role of your own. Make your gift today to 
support beloved classics, daring premieres, and a new 
generation of artists and audiences.

• �Donations directly impact the core facets of BLO: 
community & education programs, new works, and 
increasing opera accessibility.

• �BLO puts on creative, outside-the-box productions that 
attract thousands of operagoers and reach hundreds of 
students through our education initiatives each year. 

Keep Up With Us: Sign up for BLO’s 
e-newsletter, The Downbeat, at BLO.org/
community to learn about special offers and 
upcoming events, along with new articles 
and interviews on our blog, In the Wings.

SCAN TO  
DONATE NOW

To learn more 
about joining our 

community of 
supporters, please 
call or visit us at:

617.702.8975 
BLO.org/donate

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: @BostonLyricOpera 

Mixed emotions abound at Mitridate’s (Lawrence Brownlee, c.) unexpected return in BLO’s 2024 production of Mitridate. 

CREATING OPERATIC 
MOMENTS THAT ENRICH 

EVERYDAY LIFE.
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inspiring great performances

Hemenway & Barnes is proud to support the 
Boston Lyric Opera. 
For over 160 years, we’ve served as legal counsel, wealth 
managers and trustees to families, businesses and nonprofit 
organizations, both in New England and beyond. Expect 
seasoned partners who listen well, understand your situation 
personally and deliver advice custom-tailored to your needs.www.hembar.com
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SYMPHONY HALL   
301 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE | BSO.ORG

All performances begin on time. To respect the enjoyment of others, BLO observes a no-late seating 
policy. While we understand that traffic conditions, public transportation, weather, and other factors can 
have unexpected effects on your arrival, we wish to minimize disruptions for our seated patrons and for 
our artists on stage. Additionally, if you must leave during the performance, reentry may be prohibited.

As a courtesy to the artists and for the comfort of those around you, please turn off mobile phones, 
watch alarms, and other devices with audible signals prior to the start of the performance. The 
use of cameras or recording devices in the theater is strictly prohibited. For BLO productions & 
subscriptions, visit BLO.org or call BLO Audience Services at 617.542.6772, MON-FRI | 10-5.

For our guests needing accommodations, we recommend arriving at 
the Cohen Wing entrance located at the front of Symphony Hall (251 
Huntington Avenue), where there is a curb cut for wheelchairs and drop-off. 
Our trained usher staff will be able to assist as needed with entering the 
hall and finding your seat location. Please call 617.638.9431 (or toll-free 
at 888.266.1492, ext. 9431) or email access@bso.org if you need more 
information. 

Mask wearing is recommended, but optional. Anyone who wishes to wear a mask is welcome to do so. 
Higher efficiency masks such as N95s, KN94s, or KF94s are recommended.
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The former 
Symphony Shop
space is under
evaluation.
All merchandise
can now be
purchased from
the Merchandise
Stations on the 
Orchestra
and First 
Balcony levels.
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Restrooms
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Glass Elevator

PLEASE NOTE:
There are no restrooms
on the 2nd balcony level.
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Subject to availability
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IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY
Follow any lighted exit sign to street.
DO NOT use elevator. Walk, don’t run.
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2025/26 SEASON
COMING SOON
SCAN THE QR CODE TO JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST

The cast of BLO’S Carousel (2025)
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